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Some cases hold that the intent required under 18 U.S.C.A. § 1952 is general intent! while other cases hold that specific intent 


is required.” At least one court has affirmed a trial court's departure from the use of the terms "general intent" and "specific 
intent" in its instructions to the jury, apparently on the ground that these terms have been an abiding source of ambiguity and 


confusion in the penal law. 


In proving the crime of extortion, intent must often be inferred from ambiguous statements and situations; the avoidance of 
explicit demands for personal payoffs and threats of adverse consequences if payment is not made cannot in themselves save 


a defendant from a jury determination that he or she intended to extort.^ The intent to extort may be inferred from the victim's 


state of mind, and therefore, proof of explicit threats 1s not required.? 
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